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Washington  
Center of the Talking Machine World 

• In November 1896 
Columbia, based in 
Washington, had branch 
offices in Baltimore & 
New York. 

•  King Cotton March 
– Courtesy David Giovannoni 

• By June 1897 Washington 
was listed third of five 
offices and the cable 
address changed to 
COLPHO, NEW YORK 

Tim Gracyk: EPARP Track 1 



The Short-Lived Berliner 

Courtesy David Giovannoni 

Early Berliner Discs showed a Washington, DC inscription 



Washington Music Publishers 

A legacy of the early recording industry? 



Washington Artists Recorded in NYC 

Courtesy Kip Lornell 



Elder Michaux Remote Recordings 



  Records Were in Short Supply 



Feld Brother’s Super Disc 1945-48 

Track 2 



Future Record Man 

William P. Gottlieb LoC LC-GLB13-0258 DLC 



Legendary Record Man 



the Record Changer May 1946 

Recorded 4 January 1946 Track 3 



The Quality Session 

Recorded 4 March 1946 
Herb Abramson –Dan Kochakian 



Jubilee masters sold to Moses Asch January 18, 1947 
     13 June 1947 Herb Abramson takes Jubilee name,  
 forms a new partnership with Jerry Blaine. 

Harold Shackleford 



DISC Connections 

Track 4 

You’ve Got To Move 



 Davis - Claiborne 

Allan Sutton & Dave Barron  Photo from Frank Motley Jr. 



DC Novelty 

Allan Sutton & Dave Barron  

Track 5 



Atlantic Begins 

• Atlantic capitalized 
November 21, 1947 

– Herb Abramson 

– Ahmet Ertegun 

– Vahdi Sabit 

• First Trade Ads 

–  April 24, 1948 



 New Markets for DC 

Max Jones Archive .Lead Belly; A life in Pictures 
Robinson & Reynolds  p.145, Steidl 2008 



The Progressive Four 



Gotham Records, Philadelphia 

In 1949 Lillian Claiborne began to use Ivin Ballen’s  
Gotham Records of Philadelphia for pressing and distribution. 



The Progressive Four 
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Super Disc Sold to M-G-M: June 1948 



Feld Brother’s Scoop 1948 

Songwriting credit to Kay Adelman 

Track 7 



Atlantic Returns To DC 

Pete Grendysa 

Recorded at WWDC Washington, DC January 1950 

Songwriting credit to Adelman-Mestesky 



Ben Adelman   

Frank Bland www.marx-brothers.org/whyaduck 

From 1920’s Songwriter to 1950s Recording Studio owner 



The Howington Brothers 
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The Chords 

September 1953 July 1954 

photo Billy Vera 



Atlantic Finds the Sound 

William P. Gottlieb LoC LC-GLB13-0258 DLC 



Feld Brothers as Impresarios 



Lillian Claiborne Has Her Hits 




